
 
 
Welcome to WWC’s pandemic-response online festival. This event includes a variety of 

live webinar presentations, workshops, discussion panels, readings, and social activities 
brought to you by the festival and numerous affiliate organizations. In conjunction, we 

are also happy to provide an online merchants corner with links to books by attending 
authors. 

 
This online festival is 100% volunteer operated and is open to the public. All online 

sessions are provided by presenters and affiliate organizations as a community service. 
Get your free festival ticket here. 

 
 

When Words Collide 2022 Festival Program 

(Final as of August 8,2022) 

 

The program is (more or less) finalized. We have a great selection of topics and presenters. 
A big thank you to our affiliates and volunteer presenters! While this version only contains 

links to our public sessions, a version with all session inks will be available Friday morning 

via your Eventbrite festival ticket. 
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Trouble Accessing the Festival 

   
If you have any difficulties accessing the festival, please check our Facebook page: 

www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/announcements 

where we will post notices of any updated information. (Look under the Announcements tab rather than the Discussion 

tab). If appropriate, Eventbrite will email new information to all ticketholders. If your specific problem hasn't been 

answered, email a description of the problem to: 

info@whenwordscollide.org 

and we will see what we can do. 

 

The Festival Schedule  
 

Ongoing Events Friday 1 PM  3 PM (EDT) – Sunday 5 PM  7 PM (EDT) 

(Listed times are MDT – Mountain Daylight Time) 

Chatroom – Join the WWC Facebook Group for online discussion throughout the weekend 

www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/ 

Twitter – Join the live conversation #WWCYYC2022 

Merchants Corner – Many of our merchants have eBooks available as well pickup and/or delivery of 

print books. 

www.whenwordscollide.org/Events/Merchants_Corner/index.php 
www.whenwordscollide.org/Events/Merchants_Corner/Shared_Author_Table.php (Shared Authors Table) 

 

Thursday 6 PM (MDT) 8 PM (EDT) 

Festival Guest Readings (2 Hours) 

Edward Willett, Susanna Kearsley, Terry Brooks, Mark Leslie Lefebvre (M) 

This year’s festival guests read from their work and answer questions from the audience. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Links: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtEmYQd5_rg 

Note: This session is available to the public and may be watched live or anytime later. 

 

Friday 12 PM (MDT) 2 PM (EDT) 

Integrating Place in Fiction to Deepen Meaning 

Nina Munteanu 

Learn the tools to increase the richness and meaning of your story through place and setting. Place is 

best described as a character, defining and interacting with all other characters related to the theme. 

Learning to integrate setting and place with plot, theme, and character will provide story depth. It will 

also ground the reader in context and meaning. All too often settings are either too vague or not 

enmeshed in story. This workshop uses examples from great literature to demonstrate how place is used 

to draw readers into story through metaphor, sensual description, integration and interaction with 

https://whenwordscollide.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8e27bbc56e22bfbcbd004acb2&id=36f748a9f0&e=70598fefb2
mailto:info@whenwordscollide.org?subject=Help%20me%20with%20a%20Problem
http://www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/
http://www.whenwordscollide.org/Events/Merchants_Corner/index.php
http://www.whenwordscollide.org/Events/Merchants_Corner/Shared_Author_Table.php
https://www.whenwordscollide.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OtEmYQd5_rg


character and plot. The Presentation uses examples that are included in my writing textbook “The Ecology 

of Story: World as Character.” 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Friday 1 PM (MDT) 3 PM (EDT) 

Live Action Slush – Short Fiction 

Holly Schofield, Shirlee Smith Matheson, Adria Laycraft, Ariel Kroon [Reader] 

Submit the 1st page of your short fiction manuscript to be anonymously read aloud and receive comments 

from our editors. 

Brought to you by WWC 

The Role of Speculative Fiction as a Cautionary Medium 

Stephen B. Pearl, Ira Nayman, Hugh Spencer, Nina Munteanu 

When writing fiction one can play “what if” and see how the dominos fall. As such, can speculative fiction 

serve the function of being a canary in a coal mine for society? And if it can, who will listen? 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Baking Brewing & Babies 

Sandy Fitzpatrick, Celeste Peters, David Worsick, Lorina Stephens 

What do your fantasy characters eat and how does it affect your stories? What do they drink? How do 

they grow their food? Hunt for game? What herbs do your characters use for healing? What methods and 

materials do your characters use to create and repair clothing? Who does this work? Panelists will discuss 

these topics and more and how they have used this in their writing. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Dying to Travel  

Karen Dodd, Winona Kent, Emma Dakin, Tara Moss, Anthony Bidulka (M) 

What makes authors set their crime novels in exotic locations and why are readers willing to pack up their 

emotions and go on that journey with them? In this panel, moderator Anthony Bidulka and panelists 

Emma Dakin, Karen Dodd, Winona Kent, and Tara Moss will discuss what goes into making the 

magic that causes readers to say, “I can feel, taste and smell where this story takes place.” 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

Character Deathmatch  

Paula Johanson, Melissa Yi, Darke Conteur, Shannon Allen, Rhonda Parrish, Krista Wallace, Joseph Halden 

(M) 

Two authors' characters go head-to-head in a verbal brawl, where they take turns 

describing how they would behave in certain situations prompted by the referee. In 

the end, only one can be crowned a victor by audience vote! The session would start 

with four authors, and end with one champion after a series of duels. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Friday 2 PM (MDT) 4 PM (EDT) 

Willing Suspension of Disbelief 

Susanna Kearsley 

If you write stories that include fantastical elements like time travel and psychic activity, or if you’ve ever 

wanted to weave these things into your mainstream fiction, come explore the ways to manage this 

successfully so readers fall into the world you’re creating. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Hugh Spencer Reads from his Work 

Hugh Spencer  

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Character Motivation: Personality Disorders and Crime 

Dr. Allan Donsky (MD FRCPC Psychiatry, FRCPC Pediatrics), Valerie L. King (M) 

Giving a character depth is crucial. Learn the beats you need to hit if you’re writing a character that has 

a personality disorder. Some questions you may have are: What the heck is a personality disorder, 

anyways? How are they diagnosed? What does it mean for the person diagnosed with one? What kinds of 

http://ifwa.ca/
https://www.whenwordscollide.org/
http://www.brain-lag.com/
http://ifwa.ca/
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https://tychebooks.com/
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behaviors would the people around them see? And the question every crime writer wants to know the 

answer to – What types of crime could each different personality disorder gravitate towards or get mixed 

up in? 

Brought to you by CWC 

Creativity on Demand 

Jim Jackson 

There's a myth that creativity only strikes like lightning - we can't ever know when inspiration will come. 

Let's debunk that myth and see how we can learn to channel our creativity where and when we want to. 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Power Dynamics in Fantastical Worlds 

Susan Forest, Sandra Anthony, Nina Munteanu, Swati Chavda 

In many tales, plot dynamics hinge on who has power and who doesn't. How are some characters marked 

and how does that affect their agency in a fantasy or science fiction world. How can you use viewpoint to 

emphasize power dynamics? Panelists will talk how handle power ebbs and flows when writing speculative 

fiction. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

How Not to Murder Your Writing Partner 

Rhonda Parrish, Margaret Curelas, Shannon Allen, J.R. Campbell, Robert Bose, Sarah Johnson 

Writing and editing by yourself is hard enough--how do you nurture a successful collaboration with two 

writers (and egos!) in the mix? 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Friday 3 PM (MDT) 5 PM (EDT) 

Seven Sentence Short Story 

Edward Willett 

How many workshops have you attended where you had a complete short story at the end of the hour? 

The Seven-Sentence Story, invented by science fiction writer/teacher James van Pelt, is a concise, fun 

exercise in plotting. In just seven sentences, you’ll introduce a character and a problem, complicate the 

situation, and resolve it...exactly what you need to do in your full-length stories. Aurora Award-winning 

SF/fantasy writer Edward Willett facilitates. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Brainstorming 

Carol Parchewsky, Tracy Cooper-Posey, Thea van Diepen, Del Simon (M) 

You have an idea for a book. Now you have to flesh it out. Brainstorming alone or with others is a great 

technique to create scenes that will move your plot along and target some of the things you will need to 

research to make your story sizzle. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Building Better Aliens 

JD Deluzio, Arlene F. Marks, Nina Munteanu, Stephen B. Pearl  

All too often the aliens in science fiction are either humans with bad nose jobs or make no sense 

biologically. This panel will explore the science and logic of making realistic alien species for use in science 

fiction. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Yoga for Creativity 

Sandra Wickham 

Join Sandra for a 30-minute yoga session for ALL levels, designed to boost your creativity with heart and 

mind opening poses and creative visualization. You'll want comfortable clothes, bare feet or shoes (socks 

might be too slippery), water handy and room to stretch up and out.   

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Can you Cry in Space? 

David Worsick 

How are biological processes altered by space? Will humans born in space be able to return to Earth or 

other high gravity planets? Will we even look human after spending several generations in zero-G? Fact 

https://www.crimewriterscanada.com/
https://www.sandrawickham.com/
http://ifwa.ca/
https://tychebooks.com/
https://www.whenwordscollide.org/
https://albertaromancewriters.com/
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is separated from fiction in this fascinating panel that tackles the common tropes and misconceptions that 

abound in literature regarding humans in space. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Scrivener Basics 

Amanda Witow 

You've heard of Scrivener before, and you like the sound of it, but haven't dived in yet. Or maybe the 

number of features feel intimidating. Well, worry not! I'll walk you through the basics and help you get 

past the initial learning curve. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Who Goes There? 

Anthony Bidulka, Jayne Barnard, Hyacinthe Miller, Candas Jane Dorsey (M) 

Challenging traditional crime writer tropes rooted in privilege, these authors strive to write protagonists 

and worlds where everyone belongs and tired stereotypes hold no power.  

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

Pirating Pups 

Rhonda Parrish, Jennifer Lee Rossman, George Jacobs, JB Riley, Melanie Marttila, Meghan Beaudry, 

Frances Pauli, Alice Dryden 

Join Rhonda Parrish and some of the Pirating Pups authors. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Friday 4 PM (MDT) 6 PM (EDT) 

Festival Guest Readings (Part 2) 

Hank Phillippi Ryan, Mark Leslie Lefevre (M) 

Due to a Thursday scheduling conflict, Hank has offered to read from her work and answer questions from 

the audience prior to the Friday keynotes. 

Brought to you by WWC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCwq2chRLCQ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/permalink/5340755239311501/ 

Note: This session is available to the public and may be watched live or anytime later. 

Writing a Short Story 

Diana Cranstoun 

In this workshop, which will explore what a short story is, you will learn how and why you should write 

one (or more!), and gain an understanding of the expectations of the short story reader.  

Brought to you by ARWA 

Simon Spencer Reads from his Work  

Simon Spencer 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Birth of a Poet 

Swati Chavda, Nancy M Bell, Wakefield Brewster, Jennifer Slebioda (M) 

Truthfully, poets are not a dying breed.  In fact, in this day and age there are many diverse poets finding 

their way to publication. BIPOC friendly, we invite you, the unpublished poet or the published poet, to 

explore the guts and glory required to become who you already are, the undiscovered poet to the 

discovered poet.  What pangs in becoming yourself? The author page, the medium through which you 

connect with your readership, the journey of self publishing or the quest for a publisher. Join us in 

discovering the trials and tribulations bringing about the birth of a poet. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

How to be Organized as a Writer 

Lisa Wilde 

From putting your story information down before you start writing, to tracking your progress to help you 

stay on track! Being an organized writer is an efficient and effective way of keeping your ducks in a row, 

with lots of room for spontaneous creativity. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

http://ifwa.ca/
http://www.prairieowlpublishing.ca/index.html
https://sinc-cw.ca/
https://tychebooks.com/
https://www.whenwordscollide.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yCwq2chRLCQ
https://www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/permalink/5340755239311501/
https://albertaromancewriters.com/
http://www.brain-lag.com/
http://ifwa.ca/
http://www.prairieowlpublishing.ca/index.html


Sugarcoating the Past: Quakers, Nostalgia, and Empire in British Confectionery Industry 

Advertising and Packaging, 1850-1914 

Anna Part 

The confectionery industry in Britain between 1850 and 1914 was dominated by Quaker-owned 

companies, but the advertising material produced by this industry exemplifies the contradictions and 

overlapping ideologies between popular Victorian tastes and Quaker beliefs. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Friday 5 PM (MDT) 7 PM (EDT) 

Festival Guest Keynotes (2 Hours) 

Edward Willett, Hank Phillippi Ryan, Susanna Kearsley, Terry Brooks, Randy McCharles (M) 

Following a brief welcome by the festival chairman, each of this year's festival guests will speak on a topic 

of their choice. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Decrypting the Beta Report 

Arlene F. Marks 

Before submission, every manuscript should be beta-read; but not every beta comment may be 

immediately helpful. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

What Could Possibly Go Wrong? 

Robert J. Sawyer, Valerie L. King (M) 

Imagine you are on a deep space mission, months (if not years) in an enclosed space with other people. 

What could possibly go wrong? What groundwork would have to be done to make sure things go as 

smoothly as possible? What do we already know could go very wrong? What do we know about isolation 

and deprivation? What is the plan? Who would be chosen to go and why? What qualifications or attributes 

would these deep-space astronauts need? Think you could do it? 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Western Voices Hitting the Shelves 

K.L. Abrahamson, Anthony Bidulka, Joan Donaldson-Yarmey, Pamela Donison, Marcelle Dubé, Meredith 

Hambrock, Winona Kent, J.T. Siemens, P.D. Workman, Susan J. Wright, Erik D’Souza (M) 

Join this free-wheeling meet and greet with western Canadian authors who have new or recent 

publications! Hear about their projects and whether they have a life outside of writing. Discover a new 

voice. Hear about two exciting collections of Canadian crime short stories! You’ll come away from this fun 

mashup with a smile on your face and a lengthy list of titles for your TBR pile. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

Map-Making for Authors 

Amanda Witow 

Words are the bread-and-butter of writers, so sometimes the need to draw something--like a map--can 

be intimidating. Whether it's a country, city, or building, there are tricks and strategies for making maps 

that even the most artistically challenged writers can manage. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

 

Friday 6 PM (MDT) 8 PM (EDT) 

JD Deluzio Reads from his Work 

JD Deluzio 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Tyche Whisky Social (2 hours) 

Margaret Curelas [M] 

Tyche's Whiskey Room Party is going virtual. Join us in Kumo Space to simply relax and socialize. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

https://tychebooks.com/
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Friday 7 PM (MDT) 9 PM (EDT) 

Friday Night Dead Social 

Crime Writers of Canada 

Join us in a social setting to network and chat all things criminal. 

Brought to you by CWC 

Dislexia… dyslecia… dyslexia. 

Catherine Fitzsimmons, Hugh Spencer, Robert Runte, Stephen B. Pearl 

What a horrible way to spell the name of a group of literacy handicaps. Dyslexia affects an estimated 15 

to 20 per cent of the population. Formatting to enhance the enjoyability of reading for this audience and 

writing from the perspective of dyslexic authors, is it all bad, or are there hidden compensations? 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

On Being an Indie Author 

S.C. Jensen, Amanda Witow, D.N. Bryn. Lisa Wilde [M] 

Interested in hearing more about what’s involved in being an Independent Author? Join us as our Panel 

discusses what happens after your manuscript is ready for publishing, from all the myriad tasks that need 

to be done, to what our panellists wished they’d known before they started done the indie road! 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

 

Friday 8 PM (MDT) 10 PM (EDT) 

Spicy Author Readings (Adults Only) 

Stephen B. Pearl 

Do you write erotica? If so, bring something to read and share. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Bedtime Stories with IFWA – The Great Conspiracy (2 hours) 

Sandra Fitzpatrick (M) 

The Imaginative Fiction Writers Association’s annual Friday Night Readings. Always entertaining. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Joe’s Bar 

Joe Compton 

Hang out with Joe Compton and special guests for great Indie artist conversations. 

Brought to you by GoIndieNow! 

 

 

Saturday 9 AM (MDT) 11 AM (EDT) 

My Plot Has Been Framed! 

Paul Levinson, Nina Munteanu, Patricia Loofbourrow, Elizabeth Hirst 

Frame stories and How to Make Them Work for You. From Frankenstein to Harry Potter, literature is full 

of frame stories where one narrative nests inside of another one. Our panelists discuss their own use of 

frame stories and the best examples from books both contemporary and classic. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Self-Editing 

Jonas Saul 

We will examine ways to create a thrilling, dynamic manuscript by altering the words you’ve already 

written to make your book stand out. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Badges? What Badges 

Joan Donaldson-Yarmey, Diane Bator, Debra Purdy Kong, Joanna VanderVlugt, Erik D’Souza (M) 

These authors use sleuths who don’t carry a badge (and probably no weapon either) to solve crimes. 

Panelists Diane Bator, Joan Donaldson-Yarmey, Debra Purdy Kong, and Joanna VanderVlugt will 

https://www.crimewriterscanada.com/
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discuss the wide spectrum of amateur sleuth tales – from cozies to gritty thrillers – and sleuths who are 

“amateur” only because they lack the badge. 

Brought to you by CWC 

 

 

Saturday 10 AM (MDT) 12 PM (EDT) 

Writing Children’s Books 

Allison Gorner 

So, you have an idea for a children's book. But where to start? In this workshop, children's book author 

Allison Gorner will discuss categories of children's books and their requirements and how fitting your idea 

into a category can increase your chance of success. She will also share her process of writing a picture 

book and working with an illustrator and layout designer. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Grady Lynch Reads from his Work 

Grady Lynch 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Stretch for Stress Reduction 

Sandra Wickham 

Join Sandra for a quick 15-minute stretch to release tension and stress to get you set up for a fabulous 

rest of your day. You can even do the stretch and then jump into another session! You'll want comfortable 

clothes and a little space to stretch. That's all! 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Sign of the Beast 

Renee Bennett, L.T. Getty 

What are the advantages and inherent risks of unified record systems (QR codes). 

Brought to you by IFWA 

How to Increase Your Speed and Productivity 

S.C. Jensen 

Tips on how to write more in less time.  

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Interview with Detective Sweet: Writing About Crime (2 hours) 

Det Dave Sweet, Susan Forest [M] 

Join Susan Forest as she interviews Detective Dave Sweet about his experiences as a rookie patrolman, 

undercover cop, and homicide detective—and his take on writing about crime. Dave, an always-popular 

speaker at WWC for his first-hand knowledge of those telling details crime writers must get right in their 

fiction, wrote Skeletons In My Closet (with author, Sarah Kades), a popular memoir about his life as a 

homicide detective. Currently, he is working on Undaunted: Life Lessons Learned Through the Courage 

of a Modern Warrior (with author, Susan Forest), an exploration into the multiple forms of courage, as 

told through stories of his life in policing. Come with your questions about crime, writing, and 

collaboration! 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

The Future of Speculative Fiction: Writing in and beyond a world of climate crisis 

Ariel Kroon & Holly Schofield 

History is happening around us, specifically the history of the future: speculative fiction has gone from 

taking the end of the world due to nuclear war for granted to taking the end of the world due to climate 

change for granted. But is a climate-changed future necessarily post-apocalyptic or dystopic? In this 

presentation, Solarpunk Magazine editors Ariel Kroon and Holly Schofield discuss the cli-fi as the future 

of SFF and why it’s not all doom and gloom and preachy environmentalism. 

Brought to you by Solarpunk Magazine 

Making Doom Fun 
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J.R. Campbell, Shannon Allen 

"Bleak" is the defining trait of noir fiction, with characters caught in downward spirals of their own making. 

How does this classic genre translate into futuristic worlds while keeping its black core? 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Saturday 11 AM (MDT) 1 PM (EDT) 

World Building 

Grady Lynch, Arlene F. Marks, Gary Girod, Catherine Fitzsimmons, Dale McClenning, Nina Munteanu 

What goes into making a great Fantasy or Science Fiction World. How important are facts and how real 

should you be? 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Reaching The End 

Marie Bilodeau 

Marie Bilodeau, an Ottawa-based author and storyteller, with eight published books to her name and 

short stories, is an AMAZING storyteller, on paper and verbally. She is going to share tips and tricks on 

how to finish our stories. If there's time, she may do some story telling for us as an example! 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Brain Computer Interfaces  

Ron Friedman, Michael Gillett, Swati Chavda 

Neuroprosthetics is a new and burgeoning medical field which looks into ways to augment or even replace, 

parts of the brain and/or brain function. Can these neuroprosthetics be used to just restore lost function, 

or should it be used to enhance them beyond human capability? Panelists will explore the benefits and 

risks of these “Fitbits” for the brain. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Patreon 101 

Rhonda Parrish, Krista D. Ball, Tracy Cooper-Posey 

What is Patreon, and should you have one? Learn all the tricks to setting up a successful Patreon account. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

The Forge Sword Fight Writing Workshop 

The Forge in Calgary 

Join Mark Winkleman, Jeff Mostowich, and Alex Williamson in this fantastic fusion of writing workshop and 

sword fighting tutorial. Historical European Martial Arts instructors Mark and Jeff will walk us through a 

crash course in the language of medieval sword masters, technique, demonstrations, and common errors 

in books and film. Between each segment Alex will lead a brief writing exercise, so by the end of the 

session participants will have crafted their own sword fight! 

Brought to you by Writers Guild of Alberta 

 

Saturday 12 PM (MDT) 2 PM (EDT) 

Hank Phillippi Ryan Interview 

K.J. Howe [M] 

K.J. Howe, director of the International Thriller Writers, interviews festival guest author Hank Phillippi 

Ryan. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Writing for the Christmas Market  

Raine Hughes, Tracey Cooper-Posey, Lori Whyte, ?, B.G. Cousins (M) 

Christmas is a magical time, and a strong economic one as well. Writing stories with Christmas themes 

can be very popular during the season, but the theme needs to be perfected. Our panelists will discuss 

their experiences writing for this lucrative market. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Reading - Freedom's Law 

Stephen B. Pearl 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 
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Writing Physically Strong Women 

Sandra Wickham 

Want to write a physically strong female character properly? This is for you! Notice it does say "Physically 

Strong Women," because we know all women are strong! This workshop will be about how to get the 

details right about physically strong women. Athletes, martial artists, fitness models etc. Having been all 

of those things for over 25 years, I'm ready to spill all the details so you can write AMAZING, physically 

strong women. How do they get that way? How do they maintain it? What are their routines REALLY like? 

What do they think about the world in general, their opponents, male counterparts? Bring questions. I 

LOVE questions! 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Writers at the Improv 

David Worsick, Katie Harse, Valerie L. King, Jennifer Slebioda, Edward Willett, Renee Bennett (M) 

Attend this hilarious panel where teams of writers use audience suggestions to create a speculative fiction 

story. The results can--and have--been out of this world. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

It’s All About Character 

Lisa D Wilde 

Character Development – from first steps and through their full Arc. How to find your character’s voice, 

and how to make it unique. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Tyche Books Presents 

Margaret Curelas, various authors TBD 

Celebrate the 2022 releases for Tyche Books! Readings, conversation, and author shenanigans 

guaranteed. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Saturday 1 PM (MDT) 3 PM (EDT) 

“Ask Me Anything” with Susanna Kearsley 

Sarah Kades Graham [M] 

Join author Susanna Kearsley as she answers questions from the audience regarding life, the universe, 

and everything. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Creating an Anthology  

B.G. Cousins 

Putting together an anthology of stories has many aspects which need to be considered. Will it have a 

theme? Can you get enough stories for it to work? Are the stories good enough and fit the theme? Editing, 

packaging, marketing, and more. ARWA puts together an annual anthology of stories from its members. 

Bret Cousins will go over the long procedure to collect edit and package an anthology of short stories. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

The Multiverse is a Nice Place to Visit, but You Wouldn't Want to Live There 

Stephen B. Pearl, Ira Nayman 

Both DC (Crisis on Infinite Earths) and Marvel (starting with Spiderman: Across the Spider-verse and 

Loki, and (possibly) ending with Doctor Strange in the Multiverse of Madness) have addressed the issue 

of multiple realities in their television and cinema universes. How do these different versions of the 

multiverse compare to each other and other visions of the multiverse? 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Small and Medium Sized Press: In Between Self-Publishing and Big Publishing Houses 

Matt Bowes, D.B. Carew, J.T. Siemens. A.J. Devlin, Niall Howell, Erik D’Souza [M] 

Learn the ins-and-outs of small to mid-size publishing and what sets it apart in the industry. Featuring a 

panel of ALL NeWest Press critically-acclaimed crime authors, including J.T. Siemens (TO THOSE WHO 

KILLED ME), Niall Howell (ONLY PRETTY DAMNED, THERE ARE WOLVES HERE TOO), D.B. Carew (THE 

KILLER TRAIL, THE WEIGHT OF BLOOD), and A.J. Devlin (the “Hammerhead” Jed pro-wrestler PI mystery-

comedy series) and a special appearance by NeWest Press General Manager Matt Bowes! 
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Brought to you by CWC 

Brain Boosting Desk Breaks 

Sandra Wickham 

Discover how to write more with unconventional, brain boosting desk breaks. Increase your energy levels, 

work at correcting your posture and give your brain a boost in as little as five minutes with these 

techniques. We'll go over the different exercises and movements and why we want to use them, then 

we'll do one together! 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Decolonization of Speculative Fiction 

Lareina Abbott, Calvin Jim, David Worsick, Susan Forest (M) 

We live in a world made up of peoples of diverse races, cultures, and ethnicities. As readers, we often 

forget that we live in such a world and colonization has had an immense effect on how we write characters. 

What are these colonial fallacies and stereotypes and how do we remove them from our fiction? 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Ready, Set, Record 

Ryah Deines, Timothy Reynolds 

So, you're thinking about creating an audiobook? Discover the trials and triumphs of our panelists. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

Everyday Magic 

C. J. Lavigne 

This workshop digs into the kind of urban fantasy that introduces one subtle change and rewrites the 

world. We'll examine small elements of "what if?" and how they can be used to best effect, sliding the 

magical into the mundane. Examples, writing exercises, and discussion will all be used to explore this 

topic and give you some ideas for sparking the speculative in your work. 

Brought to you by Writers Guild of Alberta 

 

Saturday 2 PM (MDT) 4 PM (EDT) 

Terry Brooks Interview 

Cliff Samuels [M] 

Avid book collector Cliff Samuels speaks with bestselling author Terry Brooks about his current projects 

and how living in a COVID world has impacted his life. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Peticules, Quizzglasses, and Carriages 

Jessica Jackson 

Let's make certain that when you write a Regency romance you are writing within the genre. A Regency 

is not a Victorian, an Edwardian, or an Elizabethan romance. It is distinct. Fortunately, we have some 

great examples of the genre to aid us in understanding it. Join me in a lively discussion of what makes a 

Regency one of the most popular types of romances.  

Brought to you by ARWA 

Arlene F. Marks reads from her Work 

Arlene F. Marks 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Inklings Publishing 

Fern Brady, Mack Little, Pat Daily, J Lynn Else, Meg Hafdahl, Aimee Ravichandron 

Inklings Publishing is considered in the top five publishing houses in Houston and top 20 in 
Texas. A small traditional publisher, Inklings has a powerhouse team of professionals that help 

their authors build vibrant and thriving careers. Join the team and hear about their process and 
ask their authors questions.  
Brought to you by Creative Edge 

The Alternate Alternate-History Panel 

David Worsick, Ron Friedman, Faye Holt, Susan Forest (M) 
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The idea of “what if” is incredibly compelling. What if Hitler was assassinated before he became Fuhrer? 

What if the American Revolution failed? What if the Mongols succeeded in invading Japan? What if aliens 

landed in Tudor England? There are so many divergent paths in history that fiction can explore. What 

does this genre continue to appeal to so many? 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Story Structure – Why is it so Important? 

Lisa D Wilde 

Keeping your Reader engaged from beginning to end isn’t always easy. Does your Story have vitality? Or 

is it a snooze-fest? Build a plot structure you can really hang your story on, and  keep your Reader’s 

interest from start to finish! 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Not Sorry: When Canucks Take to Crime 

Brenda Chapman, David Poulsen, Janice MacDonald, Susan Calder, Linda L. Richards [M] 

This is Canadian crime, eh? Where the villains, and often the sleuths, are not nicey-nicey; where there’s 

more to the weather than snow; and where cold-blooded crimes share the shelves with crimes fired by 

passion. Our panelists will put the lie to the myth of the nice Canadian neighbour. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

World Building Through Fashion and Food 

Krista D. Ball 

What we eat and how we dress says a lot about who we are and where we stand in the world. In this fun 

and informative presentation, author Krista D. Ball walks through how to use food, clothing, and shopping 

to develop a rich texture in your own fiction world, be it fiction writing or your next tabletop gaming 

session. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

 

Saturday 3 PM (MDT) 5 PM (EDT) 

Edward Willett Interview 

Cliff Samuels [M] 

Avid book collector Cliff Samuels interviews author and editor Edward Willett. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Preview of Write That Book 

Tammy Lyn Carbol (Host) 

Three of the contributing authors in ARWA’s “how to” book will discuss their chapters as a preview to the 

launch of the book “Write That Book.” 

Brought to you by ARWA 

A Spoonful of Humour Helps the Narrative Go Down 

Ira Nayman, Gary Girod, Hugh Spencer, Arlene F. Marks 

Even the most serious story can benefit from a leavening of humour. A panel of authors discuss how and 

when to make a reader smile using words. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Productivity Hacks for Writers 

Sandra Wickham 

Would you like to write more? Would you like to write faster? Why aren't you writing as much as you'd 

like? What's holding you back from writing faster? We will approach these from practical, emotional, and 

mental perspectives. We will talk strategy on how to write more and write faster. Of course we will get 

into all of the tips, tricks and hacks we can use to write more. 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Web 3, NFT, Blockchain and All That Jazz - What Should Writers Know?  

Ron Friedman 
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In this presentation we will explore the basic concepts of these new technologies. The good, the bad and 

the ugly. So, you, a Sci-Fi or a contemporary writer, can incorporate this growing trend into your work. 

Additionally, I’ll show you how to mint your first story as an NFT and discuss how we, as writers, can 

potentially increase our visibility, sales and revenue with this new technology. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Running the Obstacle Course 

Lisa Bush, Pamela Donison, Marcelle Dubé and Juanita Violini, Charlotte Morganti [M] 

What’s your favourite obstacle to creativity? Imposter syndrome. The frightful blank page. The elusive 

sparkling idea. Nightmares about someone actually reading your words. Laundry, washing your hair, 

weeding and other forms of procrastination. Join moderator Charlotte Morganti and panelists Lisa 

Bush, Pamela Donison, Marcelle Dubé and Juanita Violini. You’ll hear what gives them grief when 

they tackle a manuscript and learn their hacks to crush the obstacles to making that book shine. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

Deliberate Hope: Strategies of Queer Utopia in a Canadian Post-apocalypse 

Ariel Kroon 

What does it mean to choose hope when the world is falling apart around you? In this presentation, Ariel 

Kroon will explain José Esteban Muñoz's theory of queer utopia and discuss how it is applied in Paulette 

Jiles' 1986 post-apocalyptic SF novel The Late Great Human Roadshow - an alternative reaction to 

apocalypse that emphasizes relationship and optimism rather than violence and negativity. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Saturday 4 PM (MDT) 6 PM (EDT) 

Book Launch of Write That Book 

Tammy Lyn Carbol (Host) 

The official book launch of ARWA’s Write That Book. An hour of presentations, accolades, and door prizes. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Gary Girod reads from his Work 

Gary Girod  

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Fight, Freeze or Flee: Books that spike adrenaline  

Amber Cowie, Tash McAdam, SM Freedman, TBA, Erik D’Souza (M) 

How do thriller/suspense authors titillate their readers so they’re perched on the edge of their seats and 

keep turning the pages? Is it in the pacing, creating empathy for the characters, or the questions posed 

that the reader desperately wants answered? Join authors Amber Cowie, S.M. Freedman, Tash McAdam 

as they discuss how they create tension and suspense to keep their readers glued to the page late into 

the night. 

Brought to you by CWC 

Get Rid of Creative Exhaustion and Finally Finish Your WIP 

Sandra Wickham 

In this workshop where I promise to show you how to increase your energy levels so you can write (or 

outline, or edit or rewrite) more! If you want to write more this workshop is for you. When you show up 

ready and with an open mind, you’ll discover how to shift away from creative slowdown, exhaustion, and 

guilt when the words won't come so you'll know what you need to do for your physical, mental, and 

emotional health to have the energy to focus and write more. 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Dystopian Science Fiction 

David Worsick, Michael Gillett, Celeste Peters, Sandra Anthony, Susan Forest (M) 

Can storytelling prevent them from happening? (1984, A Brave New World, The Handmaid's Tale). What 

can be done to prevent an apocalypse? (Don't look up). 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Magic Makes the World Go Round 
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Lisa D Wilde 

Developing a magic system for your story that WORKS! 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

 

Saturday 5 PM (MDT) 7 PM (EDT) 

2022 Aurora Awards (2 Hours) 

Mark Leslie Lefebvre (Host) 

Honouring the best of 2021 speculative works. 

Brought to you by WWC 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EkPw6Cu3P1c (YouTube) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LO7p4geRW6k (YouTube) 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/permalink/5339532889433736/ (Facebook) 

Note: This session is available to the public and may be watched live or anytime later. 

The Afghan Wedding book launch 

Gary Girod 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Poetry Readings 

Swati Chavda, Nancy M Bell, Sandy Fitzpatrick, Wakefield Brewster, Jennifer Slebioda (M) 

Poetry readings from panelists and others. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

If the Uniform Fits: Real and Fictional Female Investigators 

Jayne Barnard, Brenda Chapman, Shannon Olesen, Kimberley O’Toole, Merrilee Robson [M] 

Women detectives with flowing hair and spike heels are more common in TV than novels but there are 

still many details writers get wrong. In this session moderated by Merrilee Robson, panelists Jayne 

Barnard and Brenda Chapman will talk about how they make their protagonists authentic. They will 

be joined by two female police officers talking about the reality of policing and things writers should 

pay attention to. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

 

Saturday 6 PM (MDT) 8 PM (EDT) 

Magic Rules and How to Break Them 

Amanda Witow 

A wizard did it. Or did they? The in-world rules surrounding magic systems and how to codify them can 

be complex, but there are tricks to make it simpler. And once you've figured out what the rules actually 

are, you can figure out the best way to break them for maximum literary benefit. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Elizabeth Hirst reads from her Work 

Elizabeth Hirst 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 
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Saturday 7 PM (MDT) 9 PM (EDT) 

2022 Aurora Award Afterparty 

Mark Leslie Lefebvre (Host) 

Hang out with this year’s winners and nominees. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Making a Saga 

Arlene F. Marks, Ira Nayman, Catherine Fitzsimmons, Dale McClenning, Simon Spencer 

Trilogies or larger are ubiquitous in fantasy and science fiction writing, but telling a story in multiple parts 

can be a daunting task. This panel will discuss how to get started on telling such a big story, how to keep 

a reader engaged from book to book, and whether a story even should be a multi-part series. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

 

Saturday 8 PM (MDT) 10 PM (EDT) 

Reading #9 

TBA 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

 

Saturday 9 PM (MDT) 11 PM (EDT) 

How to Write Erotica 

Stephen B. Pearl 

Writing erotica badly is easy, to do it well it takes the same effort as any other form of writing. How does 

one capture moments with people at their most vulnerable and open while still titillating the audience. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

 

 

 

Sunday 9 AM (MDT) 11 AM (EDT) 

Ask an Author 

Jonas Saul, B.G. Cousins, Jessica Jackson, Sarah Kades Graham, Jennifer Slebioda (M) 

Here is an opportunity to ask anything of an author. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

My God They’re Slamming You Again 

Moria Scott, Hugh Spencer, Stephen B. Pearl 

Minority religions worship many gods that most consider myths. How much sensitivity is appropriate to 

show in using these figures in fiction? Are the gods of another fair game for slander. Is it fair to portray 

them as in the myths or better to avoid them entirely? 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Slash the Safety Net: Making Characters Risk it all  

Susan Wright, Alice Bienia, Tony Berryman, Sarah Kades Graham, Iona Whishaw [M] 

What does it take to make someone finally take the plunge - to shoot that rifle, to add poison to that 

drink? What does it take to make someone finally step up and investigate a suspicious situation or a 

crime, and help deliver justice? In this panel, moderated by Iona Whishaw and featuring Tony 

Berryman, Alice Bienia and Susan Wright, we’ll talk about motive – both for the culprit and for the 

reluctant sleuth. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

 

Sunday 10 AM (MDT) 12 PM (EDT) 
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Live Action Slush – Novels (2 hours) 

Edward Willett, Hank Phillippi Ryan, Susanna Kearsley, Krista Wallace [Reader] 

Submit the 1st page of your manuscript to be anonymously read aloud and receive comments from our 

editors. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Sound Check 

Bret Cousins, Rachel Baird 

Music has brought forward emotions for centuries. It can set you in the right mood to write a particular 

scene for your story. Bret and Rachel will go over what types of music can spur your creativity. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Catherine Fitzsimmons Reads from her Work 

Catherine Fitzsimmons  

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Getting Your Stories Optioned for Film and Television 

M.N. Grenside, A.J. Devlin, Erik D’Souza [M] 

Have a novel you want to adapt for film or television or an original idea but for a screenplay but don’t 

know where to start? Learn the differences between adapting books and writing directly for the screen 

and the pros and cons of both. Featuring film/TV/music producer and author of FALL OUT, M.N. Grenside, 

and screenwriter/mystery novelist A.J. Devlin and moderated by Erik D’Souza — tune in for an engaging 

discussion and Q&A about crime fiction and cinema! 

Brought to you by CWC 

The Zombie Apocalypse 

David Worsick, Renee Bennett 

People have always feared diseases and plagues and some real-world sickness’ have even created zombie-

like symptoms. The Zombie Apocalypse, popularized by such media as The Walking Dead, The Last of Us, 

and World War Z, have shot the popularity of this shambling genre skyward. But after all this time, has 

the Zombie Apocalypse had its day? Why does it continue to be so popular as a genre? Or is it sliding 

toward the grave? Panelists will discuss these and other related topics and tropes and even how to create 

your own Zombie Apocalypse to scare your readers with.  

Brought to you by IFWA 

Scrivener Basics 

Amanda Witow 

You've heard of Scrivener before, and you like the sound of it, but haven't dived in yet. Or maybe the 

number of features feel intimidating. Well, worry not! I'll walk you through the basics and help you get 

past the initial learning curve. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

We Don't Need Roads 

Joseph Halden, Paula Johanson 

Time Travel is quite common in works of science fiction and much "mainstream" fiction. In what ways is 

time travel used as a plot device, and why is it so interesting to us? This panel will discuss the ins and 

outs of time travel in the before, the now, and the tomorrow. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 11 AM (MDT) 1 PM (EDT) 

Beyond Social Media 

Jonas Saul 

Learn ways to promote yourself, your novels, and your brand without concentrating your efforts on social 

media. 

Brought to you by ARWA 
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Writing Game Fiction 

Stephen B. Pearl 

Writing in the confines of a game can be both helpful and challenging. Hear from authors who have 

successfully navigated the balance and pitfalls to put out not only good gamebooks but just plain good 

books in general. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

How to Craft a Great Villain 

Michael Gillett, Ron Friedman, Nina Munteanu, Susan Forest (M) 

How is crafting a villain different than creating your protagonist? What cliches should you avoid? Should 

you write in the villain’s Point of View? And how difficult is it to get into the head of someone who is nasty, 

psychopathic, or just downright evil? 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Message in a Novel 

Candas Jane Dorsey, Meredith Hambrock, Dave Butler, Hyacinthe Miller, Merrilee Robson [M] 

Fiction gives readers a unique opportunity to understand the lives of others. But, in today’s world, is it 

possible to address the issues that affect those lives without being accused of being too “political” or 

“woke?” The authors in this panel, moderator Merrilee Robson and panelists Dave Butler, Candas Jane 

Dorsey, and Meredith Hambrock, talk about their passion for social and environmental issues and how 

they weave them into their fiction without getting preachy. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 

Where Are the Disabled Superheroes? 

Jennifer Lee Rossman, Cait Gordon, Nathan Frechette, Ashe Grey 

Many superheroes are depicted as gods: indestructible, impossibly attractive, and neuro-typical. Often, 

it's the villains who are disabled, or, if the hero is disabled, their powers cancel out that disability (a la 

Daredevil). Our panelists will discuss the troubling pattern of disability erasure and vilification in superhero 

stories. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 12 PM (MDT) 2 PM (EDT) 

Ask an Agent 

Naomi Davis 

Literary agents answer questions about the industry and provide tips for authors. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Reading: The Ugly Truth 

Ira Nayman 

Ira Nayman will read from The Ugly Truth: The Multiverse Refugees Trilogy: <INSERT THIRD REPETITION 

WITH VARIATION OF PIE JOKE HERE>. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Romance 

Anna J Stewart, Cari Lynn Webb, Melinda Curtis, Kayla Perrin 

This panel is made up of four highly successful USA Today Bestselling Romance authors, whose 

works include publishing with Harlequin. The four are also published with the highly successful 
small press publishing house, Arc Manor, who has a division Caezik Romance. The four will be 
sharing their valued knowledge in publishing and achieving success in the Romance genre.  

Brought to you by Creative Edge 

Dudes with Crossbows 

David Worsick, Sandy Fitzpatrick, L.T. Getty, Yvonne Kjorlien 

When it comes to fantasy world-building, details matter. In this case, what were the social norms of your 

society and how would that affect your characters? What kind of food and drink did they consume? What 

was medical assistance like and what kinds of weapons and armor did they use and why? Panelists will 

cover these and other topics and use examples from literature and even their own writing. 
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Brought to you by IFWA 

Poetry Workshop 

Sally D Simpson 

Join poet Sally D Simpson for a great workshop on using poetry to break through creative writing blocks. 

Using tips, tricks, and visualization, you will leave this workshop with new found tools to open the creative 

floodgates and a completed poem of your own! 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

How to Manage Your Time – Not Let it Manage You! 

Lisa D Wilde 

Is your busy and hectic schedule getting the better of you? Are you finding it hard to balance work life, 

writing life and your personal life? Here are some Tips and Tricks to help you get a handle on your Time! 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Writing for Children and YA 

Simon Rose 

Simon Rose, author of fifteen science fiction and fantasy novels, eight guides for writers, and more than 

100 nonfiction books explores the art of writing for children and young adults. Explore research, planning, 

pacing your story, developing characters, connecting with the reader, choosing settings, the role of adults 

in children’s stories, and more. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 1 PM (MDT) 3 PM (EDT) 

Paranormal Discussion 

Sarah Kades Graham, Mark Leslie, Det Dave Sweet 

Sarah, Mark and David will discuss various paranormal things that can go bump in the night. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Putting Words in Their Mouths 

Ira Nayman, Catherine Fitzsimmons, Nina Munteanu, Arlene F. Marks 

Characters' dialogue is the Swiss army knife in a fiction writer's toolkit. In this panel, authors will discuss 

how it works, when it works, and why it works so well. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Lucid Publishing 

Gregory Phillips, Echo Garrett, Connor Garrett, Marilyn Kriete 

Lucid Publishing is a mainstream publisher in the U.S. Based out of Atlanta, GA, Lucid House 
has featured multiple award winners in a number of genres. Lucid House will be talking about 

their success and showcasing a panel of their top authors to talk about writing, working with a 
successful small press, and showcasing their books.  

Brought to you by Creative Edge 

Nailing It: How Authors Construct their Stories  

Iona Whishaw, PD Workman, Cathy Ace, Linda L. Richards, Janice MacDonald [M] 

Is plot the most important element in a crime novel? Is character? Scene by scene and plank by plank, 

these authors explain how they lay the foundations, connect the clues to the red herrings to the 

characters, and rachet up the tension to give readers a story that stands strong to the final page.  

Brought to you by CWC 

Cast a Spell: The Power of Poetry 

Swati Chavda, Nancy M Bell, Sandy Fitzpatrick, Wakefield Brewster, Jennifer Slebioda (M) 

Poetry is magical. Writing a poem is like casting a spell. Spells are charged by the intention of the caster, 

the force of belief and focus the foundation of energy. Does poetry transform us or do we transform 

poetry? It’s difficult to demonstrate where a poem ends and a spell begins, or vice versa. Tapping into 

the divine and sharing through poetry is transformative for the poet and for the reader of the poem. Join 

us in exploring the history and future of poems as spells and spells as poems. 
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Brought to you by IFWA 

The Astronaut Always Rings Twice 

Douglas DiCicco, Ewan Dougall, Calvin D. Jim, Michael Teasdale, J.W. Schnarr, David Shultz, Wendy 

Wagner, J.R. Campbell (M), Shannon Allen (M) 

The editors of The Astronaut Always Rings Twice are putting the contributing suspects on the hot seat. 

Will they sing like canaries? Or will the authors string their editors along and get out from behind the 

eight ball? Find out at this panel celebrating a galaxy lousy with crime and sleuths. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 2 PM (MDT) 4 PM (EDT) 

Mystery, Suspense. Thrillers. 

Hank Phillippi Ryan 

Genre workshop with Hank Phillippi Ryan. 

Brought to you by WWC 

The Criminal Side of Personality Disorders 

Siona Gunn-Graham, Valerie L. King (M) 

Come and hear a legal perspective of the criminal side of personality disorders. What types of cases were 

the most common? The most serious? The most heart-wrenching? The funniest? Learn what types of 

crimes people with the different personality disorders navigate towards. Make your troubled character 

come to life. 

Brought to you by ARWA 

Dale McClenning Reads from his Work 

Dale McClenning 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Motivational Personalities 

Sandra Wickham 

We are all different and that includes what motivates us. Come discover what your motivational 

personality is (or are you a mix of more than one?) and what tools will then work best for you. 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Diasporas 

Ron Friedman, Michael Gillett, Calvin Jim (M) 

The world is so interconnected that people from around the world have moved beyond the borders of 

their ancestral culture into a world-wide melting pot. And with them, come their stories. Panel members 

discuss creating communities and characters who are caught up in a diasporic events due to 

circumstances beyond their control.  

Brought to you by IFWA 

Indies Success 

Jennifer Lieberman, Nicole Fanning, Stephanie LaVigne, Ann Charles 

This panel is all about Indies and key deliverables in having success as Indies: Ann Charles is 
an USA Today bestselling author as an indie, Jennifer Lieberman is a multiple award winning 

author, actress, and film producer, Stephanie LaVigne has published over 50 books in her 
lifetime, and Nicole Fanning has had widespread media exposure including national Canadian 

television as a U.S indie, as well as featured on sites such as Crime Reads Lit Hub and a cover 
story in Books n pieces magazine.  
Brought to you by Creative Edge 

Fantastical and Out-of-this-World Cities 

Amanda Witow 

Whether you're building a fictitious city from the ground up, or basing it on a real one, there are lots of 

little details to remember. In this workshop, you'll go through concept, map design, outline, and finish 
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with clear ideas on where to go next. No artistic ability needed. Despotic rulers in need of a plucky 

rebellion to overthrow them, not included. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

A Wizard Did It! Magic Systems as Science 

Laura VanArendonk Baugh 

Put a dozen fantasists in a room and lines will quickly be drawn between proponents of Sanderson’s Laws 

of Magic, writers with encyclopedias full of crafting data, and some who turn up their hands and say, “I 

just make it up as I go.” But magic is both character and setting in fantasy, and as soon as you have 

someone deliberately using it, you have a science, too. 

Just as there are many ways to use character and setting, so must a writer know how to choose the best 

technique in this instance for magic and scientific magic. We'll cover broad theories, advantages and 

disadvantages of different approaches, and some tips for informing the reader how this magic is different 

than in the previous book she read. 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 3 PM (MDT) 5 PM (EDT) 

Shapers of Worlds 

Edward Willett (host) 

Editor Edward Willett hosts a gathering of contributing authors in a discussion about the project. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Could We Get a Little More Dialogue Please? 

Jessica Jackson 

Description TBA  

Brought to you by ARWA 

The Long and Short of Fiction Writing 

Ira Nayman, Hugh Spencer, Paul Levinson, Nina Munteanu, Arlene F. Marks 

What are the differences between writing a short story and writing a novel? What are the advantages and 

disadvantages? How can you tell whether you've chosen the right length to tell the tale that's inside your 

head? This panel will answer those questions and more. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Crossing the Line 

Gail Anderson-Dargatz, Candas Jane Dorsey, Randy McCharles, Madeleine Harris Callway, Therese 

Greenwood [M] 

A locked room mystery in a steampunk universe; a time travelling amateur sleuth; a steamy romance 

with a hardboiled private eye. A writer who writes crime fiction, but also romance. Join moderator 

Therese Greenwood and panelists Gail Anderson-Dargatz, Candas Jane Dorsey, Madeleine 

Harris-Callway and Randy McCharles as they discuss the risks and rewards of switching or melding 

genres.Brought to you by CWC 

Feel Write Again 

Sandra Wickham 

Tired of staring at the blank screen because the words won't come? Stuck in a fog of creative slowdown? 

Try some tools to overcome your fears, doubts and write more. We'll be doing Discovery Questions, 

Mindset Tests, Writer Self Care, Brain Boosters and Writing Prompts together. 

Brought to you by Fit 2 Write 

Self-Publishing vs Traditional-Publishing 

Sandy Fitzpatrick, Faye Holt, Karl Buchner, Susan Forest (M) 

What are the pros and cons of self-publishing and the ups and downs of having a literary agent. How has 

the process of self-publishing changed traditional publishing? Figure out which direction to go on your 

own writing journey to publication after hearing tales from both sides of the publishing fence from all the 

panelists. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

There Are No Rules - 20 Years On. Are We Still Sure We're Right? 
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Barb Geiger, Diane Walton 

In twenty years, there are no rules has gone from meaning "exceptional work doesn't have rules" to 

"foundational structures aren't even needed". What are the implications for writers, experienced or just 

starting out? 

Brought to you by Tyche Books 

 

Sunday 4 PM (MDT) 6 PM (EDT) 

Nina Munteanu Reads from her Work 

Nina Munteanu 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Space Race 2.0 

Ron Friedman 

Fifty years after the Space Race between the US and the USSR ended, we finally see a renaissance in 

space exploration. This time it’s not fuelled by a cold war, but by a new type of pioneers. Join a 

presentation to review the latest development in the field. What we may expect to see in the coming 

decades. Why some people resist New Space. And how it may change our future. Will we finally become 

a Star Trek style spacefaring civilization? 

Brought to you by IFWA 

Survival Tips for Stuck Writers 

Amanda Witow 

Writer's Block, in all its daunting inevitability, can be overcome in a number of ways. From writing 

exercises, prompts, random generators, and ways to recharge your creativity - come learn several ways 

to overcome Writer's Block so you're prepared the next time it hits. 

Brought to you by Prairie Owl Publishing 

Coming Up Short 

K.L. Abrahamson, Elizabeth Elwood, Merrilee Robson, Kevin Thornton, Madeleine Harris-Callway [M] 

Edgar Allan Poe wrote that short stories should be read in one sitting for “the immensely important effect 

derivable from unity of impression.” But how do you create a complete world and narrative in just a few 

thousand words? Why is a good short story not just a little novel? Join moderator Madeleine Harris-

Callway and panelists KL Abrahamson, Elizabeth Elwood, Merrilee Robson, and Kevin Thornton, 

who will discuss telling stories in few words. 

Brought to you by SinC-CW 
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Sunday 5 PM (MDT) 7 PM (EDT) 

Dead Dog Social 

Randy McCharles (host) 

Mingle in Kumospace Sunday evening after the festival has ended. 

Brought to you by WWC 

Tracking the Timestream: Writing Time Travel and Alternate History 

JD Deluzio, Paul Levinson 

What does the past, present, and future look like once you give yourself agency to change history? What 

happens when your characters do?  How much does the culture shift? Does Apollo 11 still land? Would 

George and Lorraine McFly have the same three children? A panel discusses writing alternate history. 

Brought to you by Brain Lag 

Positive Science-Fiction as a Bright Vision of the Future 

Karl Buchner, Nina Munteanu, Valerie L. King, Susan Forest (M) 

With dystopian futures apparently becoming reality right before our eyes, sometimes we crave something 

positive, something utopian and positive instead of bleak and depressing. Even Star Trek has taken a 

turn at grim and gritty. Authors have been turning away from such dystopic visions to give us an 

alternative: science fiction with a positive vision of the future. Panelists will discuss what these more 

utopic stories have to offer and what are some of their favorites. 

Brought to you by IFWA 

 

 

1-on-1 Sign-Up Sessions   
 

Note: The advance sign-up window has ended, but there is still room for more 1-on-1s. If you would like 

participate, sign up now! Presenters will contact applicants via email to arrange session times, most of which 

will occur as phone calls or ZOOM meetings the week prior to or following the festival weekend. 

 

***Note: To participate, you must be a registered attendee of the 2022 When Words Collide Festival and 

submit your material using the same name/email address used to purchase your festival Eventbrite ticket.  

 

To sign up for this year’s 1-on-1 sessions: 

1. Email info@whenwordscollide.org using your registered festival email. 

2. Use the Subject Line: “2022 1-on-1 Sign-Up” 

3. List your top 3 preferences for Blue Pencil Café (if desired)  

4. Request a session for Is Your Story Really Ready for Submission? (if desired) 

5. Request a session (A, B, or C) for Writers Guild of Alberta Program Pitch Session (if desired) 

 

 

Blue Pencil Café 

 

We are fortunate this year to have a number of editors willing to host our blue pencil café. If you would like 

to Receive a 1-on-1 critique. Session times will determined by the editor and submitter. 

 

Blue Pencil Café 

Editor Agency/Publisher Website 

Carol Parchewsky Author https://twitter.com/ca_parchewsky 

Simon Rose (Adult) Author (YA/MG) www.simon-rose.com 

Simon Rose (YA & MG) Author (Adult) www.simon-rose.com 

Dwayne Clayden (Crime, Thriller, Mystery, 

Police Procedural, PI) 
Author https://dwayneclayden.com/ 

Nancy M Bell Books We Love https://bookswelove.net/ 

Nicole Bross Author http://nicolebross.com 
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Alex McGilvery Author https://alexmcgilvery.com/ 

Ira Nayman Editor/Author 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ira-nayman-
16697a4/ 

Robert Proudfoot Editor/Author 
https://www.tixonthesquare.ca/directory/
artists/author/robert-proudfoot/ 

Holly Schofield Solarpunk Magazine https://solarpunkmagazine.com/ 

Jonas Saul Editor/Agent/Author https://imgliterary.com/ 
 

 

 

Is Your Story Really Ready for Submission? 

 

 

Is Your Story Really Ready for Submission? 

On Spec Magazine (https://onspecmag.wordpress.com/) editors Barb Galler-Smith and Ann Marston 

provide full editorial critiques on your short story (or Chapter 1) in a 20-minute one-on-one discussion. 

All genres. No more than 3500 words (query if longer). Session times will determined by the editor and 

submitter. 

 

 

Writers Guild of Alberta Program Pitch Session 

 

Pitch your programming ideas to Dorothy Bentley, Program Coordinator with the Writers' Guild of Alberta, 

Southern Alberta office in Calgary.  
 

 

Writers Guild of Alberta Program Pitch Session 

Are you the author of a recently published book who likes to teach workshops or perform other sessions 

of interest to writers? Pitch your session idea and it may be chosen for a future event. Request a 10-

minute one-on-one pitch session on Saturday August 13th for one of: 

A) 12-1 PM 

B) 1-2 PM 

C) 3-4 PM 

 

 

 

Live Action Slush Submissions   
 

Note: The Kids Critique has been cancelled, but there is still room for more submissions in the short fiction 

and novels categories. We are asking those who wish to participate in our online Live Action Slush (Short 

Fiction or Novels session) to email us their opening pages (max 1000 words) for our session readers to have 

in hand well before the festival. Please indicate which session your pages are for (Short or Novel) and include 

the genre with the submission title. Our readers will deliver them live, anonymously, and in random order 

for our experts to consider and respond to. If you wish to claim authorship after comments are given, please 

do so by clicking “Raise Hand” on ZOOM. Submit your pages to: info@whenwordscollide.org using the Subject 

Line “2022 Live Action Slush”. Note: please use the same name/email used to register for the festival. 

 

 

Tips for Attending an Online Meeting or Webinar 
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Festival sessions are voluntarily provided by presenters working in conjunction with a variety of online 

hosts (online meeting software managers) who are also volunteers. Your attendee experience may vary 

depending on how each session is configured and managed. Most, but not all, sessions will be facilitated 

using ZOOM online meeting software. The method for attending a session is to click the associated link 

that will be provided below each session description at the time of the festival. (In some cases, there may 

be more than one link to choose from). You may be asked to download and execute a small client 

application before you can access your first session. Some sessions may also require you to enter a 

provided passcode. 

1. Online meetings can be resource intensive. We recommend that at the beginning of each festival 

day you: 

a. Reboot your computer (or viewing device) to maximize your system memory and processing 

power. 

b. Do not run other apps in the background. 

c. Ensure you have a strong wireless signal. (Position yourself near the router you are using. 

Even a few feet can make a big difference.). 

d. Ensure you have good room lighting (if using video) 

2. Please attempt to join a session no earlier than 5 minutes before it is scheduled to start. 

3. Sessions may or may not ask you to wait to be admitted by the session host. 

4. Most sessions are limited to 100 or 300 attendees. If you are not admitted, the session may have 

reached attendance capacity. Or the session may be having technical issues. Please check 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/145797702140640/ for pinned notices of technical issues. If 

you are still having problems joining the session, email info@whenwordscollide.org citing the 

session name and describing your problem, and we will try to help. 

5. While webinars generally do not allow audience members to share audio and video, some sessions 

may override this. You may always disable your video, if desired. If your environment is noisy, 

please disable your audio. It is good etiquette to keep your mic muted when not speaking. It is also 

good etiquette to tap the “Raise Hand” icon in the participants list and wait to be acknowledged by 

the moderator, rather than interrupt the current speaker. 

6. Sessions where Closed Captioning has been enabled will display a button along the bottom of the 

screen to turn CC on/off. 

7. Some sessions may only allow you to participate by text Chat or Q & A. (Icons near the centre 

bottom of your screen). If audio is disabled, please use Q & A (if available) to ask the presenters 

questions. Use Chat for any other communications. 

8. Near the top-right corner of your screen you may find a Full-Screen toggle or icon. There may also 

be a Speaker-View/Grid-View toggle or icon. Use these to manage how you view the session. 

9. The session host may pre-configure the session to manage your participation is a certain way, 

causing your experience to vary session to session. 

10. Have a document open to take notes. You may also wish to copy and paste information shared in 

Chat to your notes document. 

Finally, please remember that the festival is holding this online event is place of our regular in-person 

festival. All aspects of this festival are being offered by volunteers, many of whom have limited experience 

with online events. Please accept what is offered in a spirit of community and gratitude, even when things 

go wrong, as they inevitably sometimes will. We are all doing our best. Some of the sessions may be 

recorded and available for viewing following the festival. If you missed something you’d like to see, it may 

be available later. Whatever happens, enjoy the festival weekend as much as possible.  

 

 

Tips for Attending Kumospace (our virtual Delta Hotel) 
 

Kumospace is an awesome web-based virtual environment for socializing with a few or many people. Within 

Kumospace we have build a virtual Delta Hotel for several of our social sessions.  

To access Kumospace, click the provided link, reproduced here: www.kumospace.com/whenwordscollide 

When the site opens, you will need to use one of their registration methods to enter. You have the option 

of disabling your camera, but we recommend you do not. You will now see our 11 hotel rooms and how 

many people are in each (max 30). Click on a room to enter. You will see your avatar within a sound bubble. 

- Everyone with overlapping sound bubble may hear each other, but not those outside their bubble.  

- To move around, click anywhere to move in that direction. 
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- Scroll your mouse to zoom in/out 

- Click Exit Room to return to the room list. 

Some of the objects found within rooms are interactive. Try them if you dare. 

 

 

 

 


